
Aims of the Workshop                   1.7.2019

To explain and provide for more detail about; 

ÅThe purpose of Accelerated Reader
ÅStar Reading Tests
ÅAccelerated Reader Quizzes
ÅZPD and book levels
ÅNext steps with Accelerated Reader.
ÅQuestions



We have been using Accelerated Reader at Ardley Hill for 1 year 
now in Years 2 ð6. 

A huge thank you to  FOAH who listened to our pitch for 
Accelerated Reader then discussed and voted in support of it. 

They have supported your childõs reading by funding the majority 
of the £7,000 cost of AR for 3 years. 

Lots of other local schools also use Accelerated Reader such as,  
Å Hadrian Academy
ÅManshead Academy 
ÅSt. Maryõs Catholic Primary School
Å Chalk Hills Academy 



Reading is a life skill. Children in primary school need to be able to do 
the following things to support their lifelong learning and access to the 
world around them, 

Å Pleasure and enjoyment for reading
Å Understanding the vocabulary they read
Å Understanding of the texts they read
Å Inference of texts
Å Read a wider range of texts
Å Work out meaning based on context
Å Developing vocabulary for talking and writing
Å Using texts to fulfil tasks e.g. reading a recipe or instructions. 

As a school we needed to find a way of enabling children to achieve, 
embed and progress with these skills as what we previously offered 
wasnõt enough on itõs own. Renaissance Learning : Accelerated Reader 
offered a new way for us to achieve this. 



Star Reading

Star Reading is a computer based test. 
This happens once a half term throughout the school.

This is NOT based on any book your child has read.
There are 34 questions in the test for all year groups. 
The test is computer adaptive ðif the child finds it too easy the 
computer makes the test harder and if they find it too tricky the 
questions will get easier. 
The answers are all multiple choice. 
The largest piece of text is approx 2 paragraphs in length. 
The test should take approx 20 ð30  minutes per child. 
Children are retested if they are considerably quicker than this. 
The test can be played using an audio feature so children can listen 
to the question being read before answering the question  if needed. 

This test produces Diagnostic Reports and a new ZPD range (book 
level range) The reports and new ZPD bookmarks will be sent home 
after testing. 







ZPD Bookmarks

After taking a Star Reading test your child will be given a ZPD range. 
This can be found on the Diagnostic report and the bookmark that is sent 
home in their reading record. 

Your child may have a ZPD of 3.4 ð4.5. This means they can choose 
ANY book between these points and in any order. One day they may 
choose a 3.6 book the next they may choose a 4.2 book. This supports our 
ethos of reading for pleasure not just reading through book levels.

After each Star Reading test (each half term) your child will get a new 
ZPD range. There might be overlaps with these ranges but that is natural 
as reading and understanding develops.  









Number to enter to do 
the AR Quiz.

Interest Level
LY = Primary Age

MY= Primary Age

MY+ = Year 6 and above

Points that can be 
gained after doing an 
AR Quiz about this 
book. 

Book Level (sometimes 
called Reading Level)

AR Book Labels 



Accelerated Reader Quizzes 

After reading an AR book your child has the opportunity to take an AR Quiz. This 
doesnõt have to be after every single book read. 

The quiz is specific to the book they have read.

It will test their understanding and comprehension of what they have read. Some books 
also offer a vocabulary quiz too. 

At the end of the quiz they will be told if they passed and the percentage they passed 
by. Ticks are shown too so they can see visually how many they got correct. 

Children will be told how many AR Points they collected for passing the quiz and their 
plant icon will grow towards their own individual target. 

Children will be told how many words they have read in the book too. 

Children will be given prompts and support on choosing their next book too. 

AR Quizzes are only available on books with the AR sticker on the back that are in our 
school AR system. 

Each class has a daily computing slot where children can complete AR Quizzes. Children 
can only quiz in school and during the school day. 











Accelerated Reader Rewards

We have seen an incredible uptake of reading for pleasure, academic 
progress made with reading and in turn writing since starting 
Accelerated Reader and throughout the year have been developing 
ways to reward children for their efforts. 

The rewards are presented in a special assembly each half term and go 
out on an AR newsletter to inform parents too. 

100% Club 

Every time a child passes an 

Accelerated Reader quiz (based 

on a book theyôve read) with 

100% their name gets added to 

their class 100% Club display. 

One  name is chosen at random 

and the child wins a £5 Amazon 
voucher! 



Millionaireõs Club

This focuses on the amount of words children have read. After taking 
an AR Quiz the children will be told how many words they have read and 
once this reaches one million they will achieve their Millionaire badge 
and photo on our Millionaire Mile. 
This Academic year we have eight millionaires and one double 
millionaire! (Mostly boys!) 



Progress Pizza Party

This is related to individual childrenõs progress from their 
own starting point. Two children in each class with the most 
amount of progress based on their scaled score for reading 
will take part in a special Pizza Party at the end of the half 
term with Mr Smith! We implemented this to ensure 
children are rewarded for individual progress they have 
made over the half term. 



Monitoring and Assessment

Accelerated Reader produces a wide range of data which 
supports teachers assessments, lessons plans and 
interventions ðall allowing your children to progress with 
specific reading skills. 

Accelerated Reader supports teachers to track even the 
smallest amount of progress children are making using 
growth reports. 





Accelerated Reader is used to monitor and track the understanding 
of childrenõs independent reading of books they take home or read 
in school. 

In school teachers assess childrenõs fluency and physical reading on 
a daily basis through one or more of the following;
Å 1:1 and group reading with an adult
Å Reading aloud in class
Å Discussions during reading focused lessons
Å Reading to their peers
ÅGuided reading sessions

In school teachers assess childrenõs understanding and 
comprehension of what they read through;
Å Accelerated Reader Star Tests
Å Accelerated Reader Quizzes 
Å Reading Comprehension lessons
Å Discussions about class texts
Å Half Termly paper tests 
Å Daily understanding of tasks set/written tasks.   



Accelerated Reader is not the only source of reading we 
have in school we also have wide ranges of; 
ÅTopic related texts
ÅUse of Oxford Owl for Ebooks
ÅOur preloved library
ÅChildrenõs newspapers and magazines 
ÅClass reading areas
Some year groups even have their own ôreading for pleasureõ 
library where books can be borrowed regardless of ZPD 
ranges and AR quizzes at the end. 

In addition, at home the children can read everything and 
anything not just AR books. Books from the local library, 
books they own, signs, menus, sections of newspapers, 
online material, ebooks etc. Please write everything in 
their reading record for them to win prizes and Dojo 
points for every 10 entries! 



ÅTeachers to continue their AR training with Renaissance. 
ÅContinue to update parents with half t ermly update 

letter/email. 
ÅDevelop AR sessions for parents to come in and see how 

quizzes are taken in school. 
ÅContinue to update the school website to include ALL 

Accelerated Reader information in the English section. 
ÅDevelopment of Growth Report sharing with parents. 
ÅContinue to develop rewards for reading 
ÅContinue to work alongside other local schools using 

Accelerated Reader. 
ÅContinue to purchase more Accelerated Reader books.



www.ardleyhill.org.uk

On our Academy website under the tabs Curriculum ðEnglish there is a whole 
section dedicated to Accelerated Reader. 

http://www.ardleyhill.org.uk/





